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P A R T  ONE 

GENERAL 

C H A P T E R  1 

Introduction 

SECTION A- armor and spiked collars, were frequently rent into 
HISTORY Of MILITARY DOGS battle to harass and caurc general disturbance 

In recent yean, it has become increasingly diffi- 
cult to recure vast arras such as mbrilaeomplexsr. 
aircraft parking areas, and isolated radar ritrr. 
Thir har increased the need for using military d q r  
lo assist those who guard such areas. Thir brief 
historj of military dogr pmvidcr the background 
for present-dxy usage of nentry dogs. Local 
libraries oRcr commercial publications that give 
a more complete account of the different types of 
working dogs, as well as the origin of the different 
breeds that have k e n  used for military purpora. 

throughout the enemy tine. 
10 more advanced timcr, after the Frcnch hod 

cntcred Alexandria, Egypt. in 1798. Napdeon 
rccommcnded that dogs be used ar defensive aids 
lo guard ths walls. He rraroncd thac by attaching 
short chains lo Ule dogs and fastening the chains 
to the waus, the dogr wotlld warn of oncoming 
danger and act as the first line of resistance to it. 

After !he discovery of punpowder. the use of 
d o g  far attack work diminished steadily. During 
that period, military tactics began to change 
raoidlv: however. at Ule same time. the urefulncss ,. ~ , ~~~~ ........ 

1. Before World Wor 11. AS far  back as he Lorn Of dogs for ofher military prposcs had begun to 
Age, the hlr a of man.r increase. During World War I the Gsrman and 

fed and war rcsardcd by the F m c h  armies employed an utimared 50.000 dogs 

of the During the day, the as sentries, scouts, ammunition carricn, mer- 

helped man hunt; at night, while man =ngen'sled dogs. and casualty dog .  W i l e  the 
en,ranee guarded by dog. dq American Expeditionary Forcer had no oigsnired 

did all of for more than a steady, dog Units of their own, they were able to borrow 

although supply of food. some dogs from the British. the French. and the 

rclat;onrhip bemen man and dog it s.,id.nccd in BCkians for messenger, ca~ually, and guard use. 

the carlitst hirtorical records. 
The "re of dogs by man during wsnime is as 

old ar war itself. The first organized usc of dogs 
during ranimc war by the Greeks and Romans. 
nlcy equipped thc dogr with armor and collar 
bristling wilh spikes and sharp knives. Some of 
thcre dogs went into battle nt thcir maxtcrr' ridsr. 
Entirc formations of attack dogr, quipped with 

2. During World Wor 11. Intheearly 1910'r, tho 
Germans established a school at Frankfun to 
train dogs for war duty, primarily as mesrengcrr. 
scourr, and rcntries. The Frankfun school ac- 
commdrted 2.000 dogs. Within 10 yean. Ger- 
many trained approximately 200,000 war dogr at 
lhir rchod. Germany war not the only nation 



which rccognired that dogs could be ureful d u r i q  
wanimc. The Russian forces trained more than 
50.000 war dogs before and during the war. When 
war bmkc out. the French quickly began opening 
recruiting stations where they acceprod dogs to 
supplement their existing dog rtrength. Two years 
after the war had begun. Grcat Britain began o 
dog progam. When America entered, our military 
forcer had no trained war dogs. 

Immediately after Pearl Harbor, o group of 
American civilisnr interested in dog mining 
formed an organ'mrioo known as Dogs for De- 
fense, Inc. At this time, an organization known ar 
lhc American Theater Wing decided to undenaks 
some projects that would funher the war effort. 
Since no Government funds had been nppropriatcd 
to purchase war d o e .  Dogs for Defense. when 
contacted by the American Theater Wing, decided 
to recruit dogs for use in tho military rcrviser. The 
American Theater Wing then volunteered to 
publicize the program. 

In May 1942, the Army received nine trained 
dogs. They performed so well that a study war 
madc to determine how many dogs could be used. 
Since it revealed a large number was needed, the 
Army ertsblirhcd the K-9 Corpr. Dogs for Dc- 
fenre continued to recruit dogs, but the Army 
provided thc training. 

The Army m i v c d  approximately 2 O . W  dog9 
during thc first 2 years of iu K-9 COPE opeiation. 
All of the dogr were donated by people who 
wanted lo help. Some d o g  were aceeptcd. and 
others wcro rejected bccuurc of physical and tem- 
peramentnl dcfccts. The cost of physical examina- 
tions, rccruiliq, and l ipping the dogs to  the 
ArmyS induction centers \var, borne by Dopr for 
Defense. At ths cnd of this 2-year period. the 
Army had acquired dogs with a total valueof more 
thm 52,000,000. This country used about 10.000 
dogs during the war, and many of them were 
awarded very high honon for their wanimc per- 
iormunec. 

3. After World War 11. The United States Air 
Force originally bcgan using dogs in two of its 
oucneas cornntands: the llnited Stater Air Forccr 
in Europe. and lllc Fnr East Air Forcer (rincc 
dcrbnated Pacific Air Fomesl. Both commands 
estahlisi~ed pmgramr to 1rsi11 German Shepherd 
dogs for arc in renlry daly. Tlrc Arst Air Forcc 
sentry dog rchool was nctiv;ntcd at Showa Air 
Stntion. Japan, in 1952. In IYS3. an Air Force 

Scntry Dog Training Center war inaugurated at 
Wicrbsden, Germany. During the period 1954 to 
1957, the Army Dog Training Center, Fon  Car- 
son. Colorado. war used largely for the training of 
Air Force dogr. In 1957, this Csnter was deacti- 
vated and the training responsibiiiry was m o r  
ferred to the Air Forcc. 

The Sentry Dog Branch, Department of Secu- 
rity Police Training at LacWand M F a  Bare, 
was established in 1958. I t  Vainr d o 5  for both 
thc United States Army and the United States Air 
Force, and for other branches of service that use 
sentry dogs. At  the present time, all three Air 
Force training facili t iuShowa, Wiesbadeo, and 
Lackland-are in operation. The Strategic Air 
Command, Tactical Air Command, and tho Air 
Defense Command arc the largest uses of scntry 
dogs in the contimental United Stater (CONUS). 
A large number of sentry dogr arc now performing 
scntry duty at Air Force inrtallationr overseas 
and in the CONUS. 

Because of the widespread use of s e n y  d o 5  
and the anticipated increase in future require- 
menu, the Air Farce has crlablirhed the present 
USAF Scotry Dog Program. In this progam, 
sentry dog teams, composed of one senVy dog 
handlcr and one sentry dog, are usually assigned 
to a antry dog flight. 

SECTION 8 -  
THE SENTRY DOG FLIGHT 

4. Orgsnizmtion. Each security police unit wiUl 
five or marc rentry dogr forms s sentry dog Right 
which includes all handlers snd sentry dog super- 
visory personnel. This soparate scntry dog Right 
is necessary bccaurc of thc working hours, the 
nature of the duties, and the eonlinuation taining 
required far proper sentry dog utilizarion. The 
following is a breakdown of the organiation of n 
scntry dog flight. 

a. OPPICLMNCXARGE. One senior security 
policc oilicer. AFSC 8124, is assigned OIC of thc 
sentry dog Righr us an additional duty. 

b. NONCOMM~S~ZONED OFFICER-INCIIARG~.  A 
I 

security police supervisor, AFSC 81 170A. who hss 
completed a formal course of inslruelian for super- ! 
visors rl u rccognizcd USAP Scntry Dog Schwl 
ir rrrigncd full-rimc duly of NCOlC of the sentry 
dog Righl. Whcn f c w r  than Avc dogr a n  ar- 
signed, a RIII-rime NCOlC may not be justified. 

-J : 

h tllir cure, thc porition ir assigned to a quvlificd 
NCO as an additional duty. 

c. T u ~ ~ ~ x - S u s ~ ~ v , s o n .  T o  assist the NCOlC 
in administering the training program, a trainer- 
ruperviror may be necessary. Whcn only a few 
dogs are assigned. a handlcr may be designated 
as the trainer-ruperviror, provided he has the 
same qualifications as the NCOIC. 

d. HANDLERS. All security police personnel 
trained and used as sentry dog handlcrs arc ar- 
signed to the sentry dog night and must adhere 
to the duty schedules established for the Right. 

e. KENNEL SUPPORT PERSONNEL. Regardless 
of the she of a kennel facility or the number of 
dogr assigned, there must be at least one kennel 
attendant who assists the NCOIC in the mainte- 
nance of the kennels and kenncl area. Also, .an 
additional security policeman is assigncd as kcnnel. 
attendant to work with each sentry dog shift. 
Kennel support pcrsonncl may feed and cure for 
dogs in thc absence of handlcn. Thus, through 
their familiarity with sentry dog work, kennel sup- 
pon men usually make excellent replacemenu for 
handlen who arc cl~m'natcd from thc progr.$m. 
I f  rclccrecl for arc:gnmcnl as hmdlcn, rhe) loo 
must sdhcrc to ihc d(11y rchcdulcr for the fllgh!. 

5. Duty Scheduler. To nlaintvin scntry dog teams 
that develop and maintain thc higher, proficiency. 
commanders of using organizations nwrt consider 
thc following facton in establishing duty rchcduler 
for the sentry dog Right: the nlsndatory profi- 
ciency training, the neccrrsry daily training and 
care of dogs, and that handlers normally work at 
night. 

Scntry dog Righlr are divided into three rcctions 
when sufficient dogr and handlcn are available. 
caeh Right following a 9day cycle: three bhour  
days (1600 to 2400), three 8-hour days (0001 to 
0800), and 3 days off duty. This arranpment re- 
quires two-thirds of the handlers and dogs to per- 
form duty each night. Under normal conditions 
nn 8-hour tour of duty urnally eoniisls of 6 hours 
on post, and 2 hours devoted ro the maintenance of 
kennels and equipment, snd to  the trainins groom- 
ing, and feeding of dogs. 

In addition, either thc NCOIC or a qualified 
sentry dog handlcr or kennel support man must 
be present in the kennel area a t  all timer to  enforce 
off-limits reylations, and to c o p  with any emcr- 
gencies that may arise. 
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C H A P T E R  3 

Sentry Dogs 

SECTION A - PROCUREMENT 

This section describes the nicthod used for 
procuring dogs in the United States. Overseas 
comrnands have other methods of procuring new 
dogs for sentry duty. Under normal conditions 
only one breed of dog is procured, the Gcrman 
Shepherd. 

13. The German Shepherd. This breed has been 
selected over others for use in the sentry dog 
program because German Shepherds are obtain- 
able in the numbers required, and have the neces- 
sary characteristics for scntry work. 

a. CHARACTERIS~ICS. One of the most impor- 
tant characteristics of the Gcrman Shepherd is 
his ability to adapt to different climatic conditions. 
The breed has a double coat of hair; the outer-coat 
is long, coarse, and somewhat water resistant; the 
undercoat is soft and furry, and is thicker where 
the weather or climate is cold. The German Shep- 
herd has a long tireless gait; he is strong, alcrt, 
feilrlcss, agile, and well n~uscled. The German 
Shepherd is not a vicious animal; however, he has 

natural distrust of strange persons or strange 
oations. 
b. SPECIFTC,\TIONS. Breeds other than the 

Glrman Shepherd have been tested and found ac- 
cc .table for use as sentry dogs when required. The 
Gcrman Shepherd, however, has bcen selected as 
the breed best suited for sentry duty; the speci- 
fications discussed here are for that breed only. 

Not all German Shepherds are physically or 
te~nperamcntally fit to bcconlc scntry dogs. For 
t h ~  rcason the Air Force has rigid specifications 
which each dog must mect before being accepted 
for training. 

( 1 ) Gencrul uppmro~rcr. T o  be acceptable 
for procurement, a dog must bc a gooil reprcscnta- 

tive of the German Shepherd breed of any color 
execpt all white. 

The dog must be a sturdy, compact, work- 
ing type. 

He must reveal evidence of power, endur- 
ance, and energy. 

The dog may be of either sex, but female 
animals require a veterinary certificate indicating 
that a complete ovario-hysterectomy (spaying) 
operation has been performed at least 60 days 
before the pre-shipment veterinary physical ex- 
amination. 

The animal must be at least 2 3  inches in 
height; this is measured by a perpendicular line 
from the top of his shoulder blade to the ground. 
The coat should be parted or pushed down so 
that the measurement shows only the actual height 
of the dog's frame or structure. 

The dog must weigh at least 60  pounds. 
He must be between 12 and 36 months of 

age when offered for sale or donation. 
He should be in the condition of an athlete 

in good health. with good muscle tone, clear eyes, 
and an alcrt attitude. 

His coat should be lustrous and in a good 
state of grooming. The outer coat should be dense. 
The undercoat varies in density with the season 
of the year and with the geographical region from 
which the animal comes. 

A dog with minor breed defects (coarse 
or domed hcad, hanging ears, tail defect, etc.) is 
not necessarily disqualified. 

A male which has bcen castrated or which 
has onc or both tcsticlcs undescended is accept- 
able. 

The dog must have strong teeth, with no 
more than four missing. None of the missing 
teeth may be a canine tooth. A dog with serious 

erosions of the enamel of his teeth or with badly 
worn teeth is not acceptable. 

A dog with an overshot or undershot jaw 
is not acceptable. 

(2 )Structure and locomofion. Physically, a 
dog selected for use in the sentry dog program must 
meet generally acceptable standards for the Ger- 
man Shepherd breed, although minor defects which 
do  not interfere with his ability to perform sentry 
duty may be allowed. 

The body and legs of an acceptable animal 
must be well proportioned. 

The animal must have good bone structure 
and a deep chest with well-sprung ribs. 

The pasterns must be strong and springy. 
The feet must be well positioned; the toes 

must be short and well arched, with thick, tough 
pads. 

a The gait of an acceptable animal must be 
generally within breed standards although minor 
defects are not important. Any gait defect which 
interferes with the animal's ability to perform 
strenuous duty is disqualifying. 

( 3 )  Temperament. An acceptable dog must 
show evidence of typical German Shepherd char- 
acter and temperament as defined by the breed 
standard. Alertness, aggressiveness, steadiness, 
vigor, and responsiveness are necessary qualities. 

A timid, shrinking, or cowardly animal is 
not acceptable. 

An accepted animal must be aggressive. 
An aggressive animal shows signs of irritation 
when teased. Actions indicating that he would 
attack an agitator include snarling, barking, and 
rising of the hackles. 

A gun-shy animal is not acceptable. A 
gun-shy dog cowers when he hears a gunshot or 
similar noise. There are a number of possible 
reasons for this; one possible reason is that a 
gun may have been fired very close to his head 
and may have actually hurt his ears. Conse- 
quently, he naturally dislikes the sound of a gun- 
shot and cowers when he hean  one. 

A gun-green animal may be acceptable. 
The gun-green animal probably has never been 
exposed to gunfire and does not know what it is. 
Therefore, he may act curious o r  he may appear 
to be rather suspicious of it. He does not appear 
brave around gunfire, but he is not actually afraid 
of it. 

(4) State of heolth. In conjunction with the 
temperament and physical soundness of the dog. 

his overall state of health must be considered. 
T o  be accepted, an animal must be in a good state 
of health as determined by a veterinary officer 
a t  the procurement facility. A dog in poor phys- 
ical condition or afflicted with a disqualifying 
disease is not acceptable for use as a sentry dog. 

An animal showing evidence of a con- 
tagious disease or of any condition that renders 
him unsuitable for immediate training is not ac- 
ceptable. 

Heartworm infection, determined by a 
microscopic examination of a blood sample, is 
disqualifying. 

Clinical.evidence of any defect in hearing, 
vision, or the sense of smell is disqualifying. 

Healed fractures of the limbs which do  not 
interfere with locomotion are not necessarily dis- 
qualifying. 

Evidence of bone or joint disease, if severe 
enough to interfere with the animal's ability to 
perform, is disqualifying. 

Hip dysplasia, a disease of dogs which is 
thought to be hereditary and which is not uncom- 
mon in the German Shepherd breed, may be dis- 
qualifying. Veterinary personnel at procurement 
installations determine whether dogs with, this 
condition are acceptable. 

Clinical or radiological evidence of elbow 
dysplasia is disqualifying. 

14. Procurement Procedures. Certain procedures 
must be followed in procuring an animal for duty 
in the sentry dog program. The Air Force Logis- 
tics Command provides budgeting and funding 
action based upon the sentry dog requirements 
submitted by Air Training Command. ATC 
procures sentry dogs for the Air Force and the 
other military services through the Base Pro- 
curement Office, Lackland Air Force Base, Texas. 

A dog owner who is interested in donating or 
selling a dog to the United States Government for 
use as a sentry dog should direct inquiries to: 
Sentry Dogs, Base Procurment Office, Lackland 
Air Force Hase, Texas 78236. In the inquiry, 
the owner should inform the procurement office 
of his desire to sell or donate a dog. The procure- 
ment office scnds all of the necessary application 
forms and questionnaires to thc owner to fill out 
and return. 

A licensed veterinarian must perform a pre- 
shipment physical examination on any dog offered 
for sale or donation to thc Unitcd States Govern- 
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ment. Air Forcc veterinarians perform the pre- 
shipment physical examination at no expense to 
the owner, as provided by AFR 163-1, Veterinary 
Sr,rvice. Uttited States Air Force. The examining 
veterinarian completes A F  Form 1271, Veterinary 
Exanti~~ation of Prospecrive Military Dog. All 
application forms must reach the Base Procure- 
ment Office, Lackland AFB. Texas, within 14 

! days of the date on which the pre-shipment 
veterinary physical examination is made. 

Application forms must include certificates of 
, vaccination, issued by a veterinarian, against the 

following diseases: canine distemper, infectious 
canine hepatitis, leptospirosis, and rabies. Vac- 
cination against canine distemper, infectious canine 
hepatitis, and leptospirosis must have been within 
6 months of shipment into the state of Texas. 

When completed forms and questionnaires are 
received from an owner, the Sentry Dog Accept- 
ance Board determines whether the dog might be 
acceptable. The Sentry Dog Acceptance Board is 
composed of three members appointed by the 
Commander, Lackland Air Force Base. If there 

1 is a possibility that the dog may be acceptable, the ' procurement officer notifies the supply officer 
(BEMO) at Lackland, who sends a shipping crate 

8 with shipping instructions to the owner. 
The owner is instructed to ship the dog, via 

air freight or Railway Express at Government ex- 
pense, to the transportation officer at Lackland. 
The Government reserves the right to reject an 
unsuitable dog within a reasonable period of time. 
A rejected dog, if requested by his owner, is re- 
turned at Government expense in accordance with 

AFR 125-9. USAF Sentry Dog Program. The 
owner is asked to return the empty crate to Lack- 
land. The expense of returning the crate to Lack- 
land is also borne by the Government. 

The shipping crate protects and secures a dog 
while he is in transit. Figure 1 shows a crate 
that has a trough in the door for water and feed. 
The trough swings outside to permit refilling dur- 
ing shipment. When shipped by aircraft, sentry 
dogs are not fed while the aircraft is in flight. 

15. Evaluation for Acceptance. At Lackland, 
the dog is removed from his shipping crate and is 
immediately equipped with a leather collar; he is 
watered, checked to determine if any ill effects 
have resulted from the trip, and assigned to a 
kennel. During the next 2 or 3 weeks, the animal 
is given a complete veterinary medical examination 
and a series of tests which determine his suitability 
as a sentry dog. 

a. VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINATION. A 
veterinary member of the Sentry Dog Acceptance 
Board ensures that each dog receives a veterinary 
medical examination to determine if he meets the 
required specifications. This examination includes 
a blood test for evidence of heartworm infection 
and a pelvic X-ray (radiograph) to determine 
whether or not the dog has a disqualifying degree 
of hip dysplasia. A dog that does not pass the 
examination is declared unfit for sentry duty and 
is returned to his owner or otherwise disposed of 
in accordance with AFR 125-9. 

b. TEST FOR GUN-SHYNESS. A dog is ac- 
customed to gunfire when a small caliber weapon 

Figure I .  
Shipping Crate 

is fired near him and he shows little or no reaction 

) to the noise. Some dogs cannot be trained to 
remain calm under gunfire; such a dog is declared 
unsuitable for service in the sentry dog program. 

You may accustom a dog to gunfire by dis- 
charging a small caliber weapon or by exploding 
firecrackers from a distance. It is best to begin 
this familiarization when the dog is engaged in 
some activity which absorbs his attention. This 
helps him to become subsconsciously accustomed 
to this type of noise. The most successful pro- 
cedure is to have the shooting done as casually and 
intermittently as possible. 

Weapons should never be fired too close to a 
dog. The minimum distance to begin firing is 50 
yards; it is best to fire the first round from a 
distance of 75 to 100 yards. As familiarization 
continues, the weapon may be fired closer, but no. 
closer than 15 yards. When a dog shows alarm, 
do not attempt to force him to sit quietly while 
firing is repeated. Discontinue firing for the time 
being and resume when the dog is no longer in 
a state of alarm. A gun-shy dog does not become 
accustomed to gunfire and is rejected. 

The test for gun-shyness is for evaluation pur- 
poses only and is not to be confused with gunfire 
training which is fully covered in Chapter 11. 

c. TEST FOR SUITABLE TEMPERAMENT. This 
test determines whether a dog responds appro- 
priately to mild agitation. To perform this test. 
someone approaches the dog and strikes at him 
with a rolled burlap bag or some other harmless 
device. The dog should respond by growling, 
barking, or attempting to bite the agitator. A dog 
that is frightened by the agitator is unsuitable for 
sentry duty. 

16. Tattooing Procedures. An animal accepted 
for the sentry dog program is tattooed with Pres- 
ton brand numbers on the inside of his left ear. 
In cases of heavy car pigmentation, the tattoo may 
be applied on the inner side of the left flank. 

With the Preston branding system, it is possible 
to tattoo up to 4,000 animals with each letter 
assigned. If the letter "A" is used, the first animal 
tattooed receives the tattoo "A000," the second 
"A001," the third "A002," and so on through 
"A999." This accounts for the first one thousand. 
The second thousand dogs arc tattooed "OAOO." 
"OA01, "OA02," etc. through "9A99." The third 
thousand arc tattooed "OOAO," "00A1," "00A2," 

etc., through "99A9," and the fourth thousand 
"OOOA," "OOlA," "002A," etc. through "999A." 

SECTION B -TRAINING 

17. Initial. A sentry dog is trained initially at 
the Sentry Dog Branch, Department of Security 
Police Training, Lackland Air Force Base, Texas, 
or a t  the appropriate oversea sentry dog training 
school. 

18. Retraining. A sentry dog considered retrain- 
able and physically fit by the officer-in-charge of 
the installation sentry dog program and by the 
responsible veterinarian, may be transferred PCS 
to Lackland to be retrained with another handler 
as authorized by AFR 125-9, USAF Sentry Dog 
Program, and AFR 70-12, Sentry/Scout Dogs. 
Installations with retrainable dogs report them to 
their major command for determination of whether 
or not the dogs can be used within the command. 
The major command must approve all dog trans- 
fers for retraining at Lackland. 

Before the transfer, the commander of the in- 
stallation furnishes Lackland the following infor- 
mation and awaits shipping instructions: 

age of dog and length of his service; 
reason for transfer; 
a statement as to the dog's temperament; 
a report by the responsible veterinarian of 

a recent complete physical examination, citing 
any abnormalities; 

a report of a blood test for canine fila- 
riosis performed within the past 30 days using a 
concentration technique such as Knott's method; 

a report of a recent fecal examination for 
intestinal parasitism; 

dates of the most recent immunizations 
against rabies, canine distemper, infectious hepa- 
titis and leptospirosis, specifying the products used; 

a statement by the responsible veterinarian 
that the animal does not have a contagious disease 
and has no health problems to prevent it from im- 
mediately being placed in training; 

request a shipping crate if one is required. 
A dog's retrainability should not be questioned 

because of worn, broken, or missing teeth; such 
dogs may bc retrained. The ability of a dog to 
attack and hold an intruder is a sccondary function 
and does not affect the animal's primary functions 
to alert his handler and act as psychological deter- 
rent to intruders. 
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